
  
 

GAMMON THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY – 2024 REPORT 
Gammon Theological Seminary is the Interdenominational Theological Center's United Methodist 
constituent member in Atlanta, Georgia. The Interdenominational Theological Center (ITC) is a Christian 
Africentric ecumenical consortium of seminaries and fellowships that educate students to commit to 
practicing justice and peace through a liberating and transforming spirituality to become leaders in the 
church and local/global communities. Gammon was founded in 1883, bearing the name of the Rev. Elijah 
H. Gammon, a generous clergyman, businessman, and philanthropist. Rev. Elijah H. Gammon invested 
and endowed the founding of Gammon Seminary in partnership with Bishop Henry Warren and the 
Freedman's Aid Society. Gammon has educated Black Clergy for almost 140 years, with graduates 
serving every level of the church, including Bishops, Superintendents, General church leaders, 
Conference staff, and Clergy in every jurisdiction. Gammon/ITC offers the following degree programs: 
the Master of Divinity, the Master of Arts in Religion and Education, and the Doctor of Ministry. The 
support given to The United Methodist Ministerial Education Fund by United Methodist Conferences 
continues to enable Gammon students to be grounded in the Wesleyan tradition of theological education.  
  
Our 17th President/Dean, Rev. Dr. Candace M Lewis, and the Gammon staff team continue to lead 
innovatively in chartering a "Brand New Day" for Gammon's recruitment, retention, research and 
resources, fund development, and scholarship endowments in her first two years of service.   
  
 Our new initiatives and celebrations this year, 2023 – 2024, at Gammon, include:   

• In May 2023, Gammon held our 1st Annual Student Scholarship Fundraiser Golf Tournament, 
receiving $70,000 in donations to assist students with their tuition, which also helped Gammon 
build more relationships and partnerships.   

• In June 2023, The Rev. Walter H. McKelvey Endowed Scholarship Fund was launched by Dr. 
Loretta F. McKelvey (wife of the late Rev. McKelvey) and Dr. Walter Kimbrough with a 
$50,000.00 matching gift in partnership with the South Carolina United Methodist Foundation. 

• In June 2023, The Florida Conference raised and donated over $ 60,000.00 to the Rev. Geraldine 
McClellan Endowed Scholarship Fund, which is now fully endowed by the Florida United 
Methodist Foundation.   

• In July 2023 and December 2023, Gammon hosted the Ebony Exploration Event for 75 young 
adults under 35, increasing participation and forming strategic partnerships with external 
organizations to enhance the program's reach and impact. 

• In December 2023, we celebrated our 140th Founders Day Event/Pastors and Leaders 
Conference, with over two hundred persons attending workshops (in person and virtual) and our 
Scholarship Gala Dinner, hosted at IMPACT Church in Atlanta, GA.  

 
The greatest challenge facing Gammon Seminary is the rising cost of theological education and the 
significant debt our students incur as they answer their call to full-time ministry. Therefore, Gammon is 
committed to raising a million dollars in the next two years to offer full-tuition scholarships to students 
called and committed to full-time ministry in the United Methodist Church. We are grateful to this 
Annual Conference for your support of theological education and your commitment to ensuring pastoral 
leadership is theologically trained to lead us forward in the Wesleyan tradition.   
               
Respectfully submitted,  
 
Rev. Dr. Candace M. Lewis, President-Dean  
 


