
 Crea�ng vital congrega�ons that make disciples 
 of Jesus Christ, who make disciples equipped and 
 sent to transform lives, communi�es, and the world. 

 April 25, 2023 

 Dear Caraway United Methodist Church, 

 Please accept this letter as notification of acceptance of your disaffiliation agreement with the Arkansas 
 Conference of The United Methodist Church by the Conference Board of Trustees in accordance with 
 paragraph 2553 of the  Book of Discipline of The United  Methodist Church  and related Conference legislation. 
 The Conference Board of Trustees will now request a vote of the Annual Conference at the special called 
 session that begins at 10 am on Saturday, May 13, 2023 in Hot Springs, Arkansas. 

 If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact Alison Huskey at 
 alison.huskey@arumc.org  . 

 Yours in Christ, 

 Rev. Dr. Tony Griffin 
 President, Conference Trustees 
 Arkansas Conference of The United Methodist Church 
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March 21, 2023

To: Bishop Laura Merrill, Arkansas Conference Bishop
Jason Su�in, Pastor
Travis Emery , Church Trustees Chair
Reverend Tony Griffin, Conference Trustees Chair
Mr. Todd Burris, Arkansas Conference Director of Administra�ve Services

Dear All,

This email is to cer�fy that on March 19, 2023 the Caraway United Methodist Church held a church conference 
following the provisions of ¶246.8 and ¶248, for the sole purpose of considering the following mo�on: 

For reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of 

Discipline related to the prac�ce of homosexuality or the ordina�on or marriage of self-avowed 

prac�cing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the ac�ons or 

inac�ons of the Arkansas Conference of the United Methodist Church related to these issues that 

follow, we, the Caraway United Methodist Church, under the authority of ¶2553 of The 2016 Book 

of Discipline, choose to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church, and in accordance with 

¶2529 of The 2016 Book of Discipline we authorize the church’s Board of Trustees to act on the 

church’s behalf to complete and implement the disaffilia�on agreement with the Arkansas 

Conference Board of Trustees.

The mo�on to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church passed by a vote of 27 to 0, thus reaching the two-
thirds threshold required by ¶2553.3 of The 2016 Book of Discipline and Judicial Council Decision 1379. Accordingly, 
as District Superintendent of the Northeast District, I do now cer�fy the vote.  A copy of the official minutes and 
a�endance report is a�ached. 

With this vote, the Trustees of the Caraway United Methodist Church are now authorized to move to the next phase 
of the Disaffilia�on Process by working with the Conference Trustees to complete the standard disaffilia�on 



agreement, which can be found by following this link. To help this process move as quickly and smoothly as 
possible, you are strongly encouraged to engage the services of an a�orney who can work with the conference 
trustees on the church’s behalf. As a next step, the Chair of the Church Trustees should contact Alison Huskey, 
Secretary to the Conference Board of Trustees, at alison.huskey@arumc.org or 501-851-1433 or Mr. Todd Burris, 
the Arkansas Conference Director of Administra�ve Services, at tburris@arumc.org or 501-324-8024 to begin the 
process.

Sincerely, 

Phil Hathcock
District Superintendent

cc: Dr. Ulysses Washington, Central District Superintendent
Rev. Rodney Steel, Northeast District Superintendent
Rev. Phil Hathcock, Northeast District Superintendent
Dr. Ann Ferris, SW District Superintendent
Dr. Blake Bradford, NW District Superintendent
Rev. Edna Morgan, SE District Superintendent
Rev. Jim Polk, Assistant to the Bishop
Ms. Michelle Ator, Conference Chancellor

--

LADONNA BUSBY, ADMINISTRATOR
NORTHEAST DISTRICT
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5. Group Tax Exemption Ruling:

Disaffiliating Church shall cease to use, and shall ensure that CG) ( Q U)Q_ � 
United Methodist Church, and all of its affiliates, that have been included int e
United Methodist denomination's group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use any
and all documentation stating that Disaffiliating Church is associated with or
included in the denomination's group tax exemption ruling administered by the
General Council on Finance and Administration of The United Methodist Church. The
Disaffiliation Date will be the last date for the Disaffiliating Church and any of its
affiliates that have been included in the group tax exemption ruling to use their
current Federal Employer Identification Number. Disaffiliating Church will obtain a
new Federal Employer Identification Number from the Internal Revenue Service as
may be required.

6. Local Church Records:

No later than Disaffiliation, the Disaffiliating Church agrees it shall provide print or
digital copies, in their entirety, to the Arkansas Conference all
ca (O u J (2 Ll United Methodist Church archives, historic membership rolls,

and historical doculflents, including but not limited to documents related to funerals,
baptisms, weddings, and all trustee, committee, and council meeting minutes. The
Disaffiliation Church agrees to maintain said documents in their original form
indefinitely. If the Disaffiliating Church ceases operations, then the original
documents shall be given to the Arkansas Conference or its successor organization.

7. Membership:

No later than 30 days following a vote to disaffiliate, the Disaffiliating Church will
furnish to the Arkansas Conference a roll of all members who have not expressed an
intent to remove their membership in the United Methodist Church in order to allow
their membership to be transferred to another United Methodist Church.

8. Cemeteries and Columbaria:

If the Disaffiliating Church has a cemetery and/or columbarium, Disaffiliating Church
agrees that it will accept ownership of and retain full responsibility for maintaining
the cemetery and/or columbarium in accordance with the requirements of Arkansas
law. Disaffiliating Church further agrees that it will forever continue to provide
access to the cemetery and/or columbarium, for families, friends, and loved ones of
those interned therein.

9. Organizational Transition:

Disaffiliating Church shall take all steps necessary to establish a new legal entity to
fully effectuate its complete disaffiliation from CD ( 0 I A !Q k\ United

' "'" 
J Methodist Church, the Arkansas Conference, and the United Methodist

denomination as a whole no later than the Disaffiliation Date.

June 19, 2022 
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