
 Crea�ng vital congrega�ons that make disciples 
 of Jesus Christ, who make disciples equipped and 
 sent to transform lives, communi�es, and the world. 

 May 4, 2023 

 Dear Bismarck United Methodist Church, 

 Please accept this letter as notification of acceptance of your disaffiliation agreement with the Arkansas 
 Conference of The United Methodist Church by the Conference Board of Trustees in accordance with 
 paragraph 2553 of the  Book of Discipline of The United  Methodist Church  and related Conference legislation. 
 The Conference Board of Trustees will now request a vote of the Annual Conference at the special called 
 session that begins at 10 am on Saturday, May 13, 2023 in Hot Springs, Arkansas. 

 If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact Alison Huskey at 
 alison.huskey@arumc.org  . 

 Yours in Christ, 

 Rev. Dr. Tony Griffin 
 President, Conference Trustees 
 Arkansas Conference of The United Methodist Church 



Bismarck - Certification of Vote to Disaffiliate
1 message

Ann Ferris Mon, Mar 13, 2023 at 10:55 AM

March 13, 2023

To: Bishop Laura Merrill, Arkansas Conference Bishop
Fred Hunter, Pastor                                      
Sam Reyna, Church Trustees Chair
Reverend Tony Griffin, Conference Trustees Chair
Mr. Todd Burris, Arkansas Conference Director of Administra�ve Services

Dear All,

This email is to cer�fy that on March 12, 2023 the Bismarck United Methodist Church held a church conference 
following the provisions of ¶246.8 and ¶248, for the sole purpose of considering the following mo�on: 

For reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of 
Discipline related to the prac�ce of homosexuality or the ordina�on or marriage of self-avowed 
prac�cing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the ac�ons or 
inac�ons of the Arkansas Conference of the United Methodist Church related to these issues that 
follow, we, the Bismarck United Methodist Church, under the authority of ¶2553 of The 2016 Book 
of Discipline, choose to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church, and in accordance with 
¶2529 of The 2016 Book of Discipline we authorize the church’s Board of Trustees to act on the 
church’s behalf to complete and implement the disaffilia�on agreement with the Arkansas 
Conference Board of Trustees.

The mo�on to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church passed by a vote of 33 to 2, thus reaching the two-
thirds threshold required by ¶2553.3 of The 2016 Book of Discipline and Judicial Council Decision 1379. Accordingly, 
as District Superintendent of the Southwest District, I do now cer�fy the vote.  A copy of the official minutes and 
a�endance report is a�ached. 

With this vote, the Trustees of the Bismarck United Methodist Church are now authorized to move to the next 
phase of the Disaffilia�on Process by working with the Conference Trustees to complete the standard disaffilia�on 
agreement, which can be found by following this link. To help this process move as quickly and smoothly as 
possible, you are strongly encouraged to engage the services of an a�orney who will be able to work with the 
conference trustees on the church’s behalf. As a next step, the Chair of the Church Trustees should contact Mr. Todd 
Burris, the Arkansas Conference Director of Administra�ve Services, at tburris@arumc.org or 501-324-8024 to 
begin the process.

Sincerely, 

Dr. Ann Ferris
District Superintendent

https://docs.arumc.org/Disaffiliation/
mailto:tburris@arumc.org


cc: Dr. Ulysses Washington, Central District Superintendent
Rev. Rodney Steel, Northeast District Superintendent
Rev. Phil Hathcock, Northeast District Superintendent
Dr. Blake Bradford, NW District Superintendent
Rev. Edna Morgan, SE District Superintendent
Rev. Jim Polk, Assistant to the Bishop
Ms. Michelle Ator, Conference Chancellor

Rev. Ann Ferris
District Superintendent
Chief Mission Strategist

SOUTHWEST DISTRICT             
  

  

Creating vital congregations that make disciples of Jesus Christ, who make disciples equipped and sent to transform lives, communities, and the world.

2 attachments

Church Conference Minutes - Bismarck.pdf
556K

Attendance Report - Bismarck.pdf
350K

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/?ui=2&ik=87f54d2997&view=att&th=186dbaf3ee6f495d&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_lf709tpb0&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/?ui=2&ik=87f54d2997&view=att&th=186dbaf3ee6f495d&attid=0.2&disp=attd&realattid=f_lf709yf91&safe=1&zw
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Updated 5/6/2023  -A Huskey
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On file with Arkansas Conference















Date: April 24, 2023 

From: Bismarck United Methodist Church 
Chair of Administrative Board: Kathy Green, 
Chair of Disaffiliation Committee: Lewis Mathews 
Pastor: Rev. Fred W. Hunter, retired elder FC 

To: Alison Huskey 
Subject: Requested inclusion for Trustee form for disaffiliation. 
Reference: Your email April 21, 2023 Sent to Pastor 

Greetings Alison, Per your email request, the following is submitted to complete the Trustee form. 

1. Endowments ................... None 

2. List of Church Members remaining United Methodist or who have not expressed their wishes:

See attached excel spread sheet with names and last known addresses. 

(I'his list was first submitted to the D.S. of the Southwest District and are again included as you 
requested) 

3. Church Property:
A.  Bismarck United Methodist Church, 7075 Highway 7, 

P.O. Box 100, Bismarck, AR 71929 
B. Bismarck UMC Parsonage, 7125 Highway 7,

P.O. Box 100, Bismarck, AR 71929

4. Bank Information:
A. Region Bank, 506 Main Street, Arkadelphia, AR 71923

Account: Checking
Number: 
Current Balance.$ 92,361.00 (4/23/2023)
Treasurer: 
Signer: 

B. Southern Bancorp, 6764 Highway 7
Bismarck, AR 71929
Account: Safety Deposit Box Number
Signature Card: 

Request submission information to: Alison Huskey, Secretary Board of Trustee, Central District 
UMC, Country Club Circle, P.O. Box 103, Maumelle,AR 72113 Telephone: 501-851-1433 
Email: centraldistrict@arumc.org 
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