Creating vital congregations that make disciples UNITED METHODISTS OF
of Jesus Christ, who make disciples equipped and
sent to transform lives, communities, and the world. ’ ansas‘

March 29, 2023

Dear Wye Mountain United Methodist Church,

Please accept this letter as notification of acceptance of your disaffiliation agreement with the Arkansas
Conference of The United Methodist Church by the Conference Board of Trustees in accordance with
paragraph 2553 of the Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church and related Conference legislation.
The Conference Board of Trustees will now request a vote of the Annual Conference at the special called
session that begins at 10 am on Saturday, May 13, 2023 in Hot Springs, Arkansas.

If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact Alison Huskey at
alison.huskey@arumc.org.

Yours in Christ,
- \

o

Rev. Dr. Tony Giriffin
President, Conference Trustees
Arkansas Conference of The United Methodist Church



Creating vital congregations that make disciples UNITED METHODISTS OF
of Jesus Christ, who make disciples equipped and
sent to transform lives, communities, and the world. ’ ansas

November 11, 2022

To: Bishop Laura Merrill, Arkansas Conference Bishop
Rev. Richard Gifford, Pastor
Russ Terwilliger, Church Trustees Chair
Reverend Tony Griffin, Conference Trustees Chair
Mr. Todd Burris, Arkansas Conference Director of Administrative Services

Dear All,

This email is to certify that on November 9, 2022, the Wye Mountain United Methodist Church held a church conference
following the provisions of 9246.8 and 9248, for the sole purpose of considering the following motion:

For reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of
Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed
practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or
inactions of the Arkansas Conference of the United Methodist Church related to these issues that follow,
we, the Wye Mountain United Methodist Church, under the authority of 92553 of The 2016 Book of
Discipline, choose to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church, and in accordance with 92529 of The
2016 Book of Discipline we authorize the church’s Board of Trustees to act on the church’s behalf to
complete and implement the disaffiliation agreement with the Arkansas Conference Board of Trustees.

The motion to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church passed by a vote of 13 to 3, thus reaching the two-thirds
threshold required by 92553.3 of The 2016 Book of Discipline and Judicial Council Decision 1379. Accordingly, as District
Superintendent of the Central District, | do now certify the vote. A copy of the official minutes and attendance report is
attached.

With this vote, the Trustees of the Wye Mountain United Methodist Church are now authorized to move to the next
phase of the Disaffiliation Process by working with the Conference Trustees to complete the standard disaffiliation
agreement, which can be found by following this link. To help this process move as quickly and smoothly as possible, you
are strongly encouraged to engage the services of an attorney who can work with the conference trustees on the
church’s behalf. As a next step, the Chair of the Church Trustees should contact Mr. Todd Burris, the Arkansas Conference
Director of Administrative Services, at tburris@arumc.org or 501-324-8024 to begin the process.

Sincerely,

W C. pkeat~@ton

Rev. Dr. Ulysses Washington
District Superintendent


https://docs.arumc.org/Disaffiliation/
mailto:tburris@arumc.org

CC:

Rev. John Fleming, Northeast District Superintendent
Dr. Ann Ferris, SW District Superintendent

Dr. Blake Bradford, NW District Superintendent

Rev. Edna Morgan, SE District Superintendent

Rev. Jim Polk, Assistant to the Bishop

Ms. Michelle Ator, Conference Chancellor



DISAFFILIATIOMN AGREEMENT
PURSUANT TO 912553 of
The Book of Discipline of the United Methodtst Church
between The Arkansas Conference of the United Methodlst Church
' and W‘Lnéi'{au “Tae United Methodist Church

This Disaffiliation Agreement Pursuant tc %2553 (“Disaffiliation - of a Local Church Over Issues
Related to Human Sexuality”) is entered into this _}gﬁkdav of ng-e,— , 202% by
and between lvye MT~. United Methodist Church (hereafter rleferred to as “Disaffiliating
Church”) and The Arkansas Conference of The United Methodist Church (hereafter referred to
as “Arkansas Conference.”}

WHEREAS, Disaffiliating Church is currently a United Methodist co|ngregation that is a part of,
and located within, the boundaries of the Arkansas Conference; and| )

WHEREAS, the parties acknowledge and agree that as current Unllted Methodists, their rights
and responsibilities with respect to church property are governed by church polity as set out in
The Book of Discipline of the United Methodist Church (hereafter referred to as the “Discipline”)
and as interpreted by the Judicial Council of the United Miethodist Church and

WHEREAS, pursuant to 9 2501.1 of the Discipline, Disaffiliating |Church Holds its real and
personal, tangible and intangible, property “in trust for The United Methodist Church and
subject to the provisions of its Discipline;” and

WHEREAS, pursuant to 9 2501.2 of the Discipline, property sut‘)ject to 9 2501.1 “can he
released from the trust, transiarred free of trust, or subordinated to the interests of credito:s
and other third parties only to the extent authonty is given by the- D:scrphne and

WHEREAS, 1 2553 of the Discipline provides a specific circumstance in which property subject 15
9] 2501.1 zan be released from the trust imposed by that paragraph; and

WHEREAS, Disaffiliating Chuich has compléted a process of! discernment concerning
disaffiliation frein the United Methodist Church as mandated by the Principles adopted by the
2021 Arkansas Annual Conference, in which all members had voice; and

WHEREAS, bisaffiliating Church held a church ¢onference, in compliance with 19 246.8, 243,
and 2553.2-3 of the Disciplin= at which at least two-thirds (2/3) of the professmg members
present at the church conference of the Disaffi liating Church voted to dlsaﬁ" liate from The
United Methodist Church “for reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements
and provisions of the Discipline related to thé practice of 'hom_géexuality or the ordination cr
marriage of self-avowed practicing homosexuals as resolved and ad&pted by the 2019 Geneyal
Conferenca” and Disaffiliating Church has provided certification, which has been deemed
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sufficient by the Arkansas Conference as evidence of same, and whtch is attached hereto as
Exhibit A; and |

WHEREAS, 4 2553.4 of the Dis é’ipline requires the terms and conjditions of Disaffiliating Church’s
disaffiliation from The United Vlet'-nodlst Church to be * memori:alize:l ina binding Disaffiliation
Agreement and :

WHEREAS Disaffiliating Chl.i'ch “and the Arkansas Confere:nce |wish to enter into this
Disaffiliation Agreement to (1) comply fully with ail requirements, - of the Discipfine as interpreted
by The Judicial Council, {2) greciously resolve all matters between them in a manner consistent
with love for each other as brothers and sisters in Christ and to ben'ef' t the ongomg “and future
Christian ministries of both parties, and (3) to fully and finally release the Arkansas Conference’s
interest in the real and personal property of b.ryp MeouwiTa rn’ Umted Methodist
Church. _ _ |

THEREFORE, in consideration f the foregoing and all the mutual cc})venants herein contained,
which the parties acknowledge constitute good and valuable “consideration, the receipt and
sufficiency of which is hereby acknowledged Disaffiliating Church and the Arkansas Conference
agree as follows: :

I Disaffiliating Church’s Obligations:
Disaffiliating Church shall, at its sole expense, complete fhe followmg acts on or before

the times specified:

1. Payments: :
Due on the Disafflhatlon Date listed in section IV. 1, t. .2 Disaffiliating Church shalt pay
to the Arkansas Ccnference, in a manner specified by the Arkansas Conference, the
following: , i
a. Any unpaid tithe for the twelve (12) momhs |mmedia'c:ely prior to the
Disaffiliatiors Date, totaling __$49. 50 - .
b. An additior:al twelve (12) months tithe, equal to the previous twelve (12)
month’s tithe, totaling _$2,801.00; ‘
c. An amount equal to Disaffiliating Church’s pro rata share, as determined by
the Arkansas Conference, of the Arkansas Conference’s defined pension
obligations, based on the Arkansas Conferénces aggregate funding
obligations. as determined by the General Board of Pension and Health
Benefits using market factors. similar to 'a"con!|mercial annuity provider,
totaling _$3,993.60 ;
d. Any prior year pension outstandmg balaq\ces .as recorded in the permanent
records. of the Arkansas Conference Board of Pension, totaling
$O T . P .:- : :
e. Any outstanding salary arrearage,

RO
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-

f. Repayment of district, annual conference or general church grants made in
the past ten’years, excluding benevolence grants totallng $0 ;

g.- If the Disaffiliating Church’s current. pastor(s) remains in the United
Methodist Church for the current appointiveyear, an amount equal to the
difference between the agreed- -upon compensatlon, including housing and
pension, for the current appointive year and the appointive pastor’s new
compensation, if a lesser amount, totaling $0| ;

h. All costs and fees associated with the transfer of any asset or llablllty

pdated'4/10/2023 by A Huskey

2. Obligations Regardmg Endowments: NON& ‘

Disclosure: Within .30 days following any vote for disafF hatmn the Disaffiliating
Church will identify and produce to the Arkaiisas Conference coples of all documents
relevant to all endowments trusts, memorial bequest[s donations and any other
rights made to or for the benefit of the Dlsafﬁhatmg Chl!IrCh that contain restrictions
particularly fimiting them to United Methodism.

Transfer: The Disaffiliating Church will formally transfer all endowments, trusts,
.memorial bequests, donations and any other rights made to or for the benefit of the
Disaffiliating Church that contain restrictions particularly limiting them to United
Methodism to the Arkansas Conference. This resolution will be completed as of the
Disaffiliation Date if required by the documents themselves on a case by case basis.

3. Satisfaction of Lmb:hties - Neone- - v
Disclosure: No later than 30 days followmg an\/ vote for |!t:hsai‘flllatlon the
Disaffiliating Church shall fully disclose to the Arkansas Conference all of its existing
debts, loans, liabilities and contractual obligations. An accounting of all such debts,
loans, liabilities and contractual obligations is set out in Exhrblt B to this Agreement.

Satisfaction: The Disaffi llatlng ‘Church shall provide documentation satisfactory to the
Arkansas Conference that it has satisfied, _assigned; orl transferred all such debts,
loans, liabilities or other obllgatlons to its new entity,| thereby fully releasing the
wye MouTa s United Methodist Church and the Arkﬁansas Conference,
and all of their trustees, officers, members, agents and employees, from any further
liability for any debts, loans, liabilities and contractual obligations in any way
associated with b~\~/e Mo unTorn United Methodlst Church. THis resolution
shall be completed on the Disaffiliation Date.

4. Intelflectual Property: .
Effective as of the™Disaffiliation Date, Disaffiliating Church- shall cease all use of
“United Methodist,” the Cross & Flame insignia, and amI( other intellectual property
of the United Methodlst denoimination and the Arkansas|Conference.

. June 19, 2022
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5. Group Tax Exempt i Ruling: x
Disaffiliating Churct. shall cease io use, and shall ensure that LJ‘!{ Ma vl doas
United Methodist Church, and all of its affiliates, that have been included in the
United Methodist dlenomination’s group tax exemption ruling shall cease to use any
and all documentation stating that Disaiiiliating "hurch is associated with or
included in the denomination’s group tax exemption ruling administered by the
General Council on Finance and Administration of The United Methodist Church. The
Disaffiliation Date will be the last date for the - Disaffiliating Church and any of its
affi liates that have been inciuded in the group tax exemption ruiing to use their
currerit Federal Erployer Idzntificziion Number. Dlsafﬁllatlng Church wiii obtain a
new Federal Emplcyer Identification Number from t.ie Internal Reveznue Service as
may be required. '

6. Local Church Records:
No iater than Disatfiliation, the Disafiiliating Church agrees it shall provide print or
digital copies, i their entirety, to the Arkansas Conference all
(N‘H MausTiis United Methndist Church archi ives, historic membership rolls,
and historical documents, including but not limited to 'documents related to funerals,
baptisms, weddings, and all trustee, committee, and council meetirg minutes. The
Disaffiliation Church agrees to maintain said documents in their original form
indefinitely. If th= Disaffiliating Church ceases operations, then the original
documents shall b= given to the Arkansas Conference ur its successc  organization.

7. Membership: C—ee prﬂo.rJ-e_o( Ren £ MggOn file with AR Conference - AH
Nc later than 30 c'ays following a veie to disaffitiate, the Disaffiliating Church will
furnish to the Arkznsas Conference a roll of all memhers who have not expressed an
intent to remove th.eir membership in the United Me:hodist Church in order to allow
their membership to be transferred to another United Methodist Church.

8. Cemeteries and Columbaria: MonNeE
If the Disaffiliating “hurch has a ceinetery and/or columbarium, Disaffiliating Church
agrees that it will cccept ownership of and retain fuif responsibility for maintaining
the cemetery and;<r columbarium in accordance with the requirements of Arkansas
law. Disaffiliating Church turther agrees that it wiil forever continue to provide
access to the cemetery and/or columbarium, for families, friends, 2nd loved ones of
those interned therzin.

9. Organizational Transition:
Disaffiliating Church shall take all steps necessary to establish a new legal entity to
fully effectuate its complete disaffiliation from W)’ﬂ MouiTa v United
Mettiodist Church, the Arkansas Conference, and the United Methodist
denomination as a vhoie no later than the Disaffiliati~n Date.

June 19, 2022
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10.
_ Disaffiliating Church agrees that it will:

11.

Transfer of Property:

a. Take all steps - necessary to dissolve ar{y legal - entities of the
UU\M Muuﬁ.f *_United. Methodist Church in accordance with Arkansas law,
on the Disaffiliation Date, and .

b. Settle, liquidate or transfer all assets of Wje Ma,r'T?tml United
Methodist Church on the Disaffiliation Date to its new legal entity, which are
listed in Exhibit C. -

c. The parties agree, however, that the Disaffiliating Church will retain limited rights
and duties provided by Arkansas law sufficient only to wind up the affairs of

lujf Mo wu‘ramr United Methodist Church, mcIumng those that might exist
after the Disaffi liation Date.

No Premature Trans_fer of Property:.
The Disaffiliating Church understands and agrees that |f this Disaffi Iratlon Agreement
is not affirmed by the Arkahsas Annual Conference by a simple majority of the
members ... present and voting” at a duly-called session of the Arkansas Annual
Conference, as required by 2529.1b(3) and Judicial Councll Decision 1379, the entire
agreement will be- null and void. The Disaffi liating Church therefore specifically
agrees, represents and warrants that it is responsible for the upkeep and all costs

) assocnated with maintaining the value and good condttion of aII property at issue

12.

‘unti! the time' of final transfer of assets, which will occur on the D|safF liation Date,
contirigent upon affirmation by the Arkansas Annual (‘ohference, ‘and that it will not
destroy, damageg, sell, convey or transfer any property, real or personal, to the new
entity or any other party prlor to the DlsafF liation Date

No Warranties, Release, indemnity and Hold Harmless: S

The Disaffiliating Church hereby specifically understands and’ agrees that it is
accepting title to, and possession of, the property of iNVP /ufuun'ra«u United
Methodist Church, real and personal,. in its current ‘condition, in whatever state it

~ may exist, as of the Disaffiliation Date, The Disaffiliating Church understands and
~ agrees that neither the (N\IP Mo erarTaoas Umted Method:st Church, nor the

Arkansas Conference, nor any of their trustees, -offi icers, members, agents, servants,
employees, or representatxves have made any promises, representations or
warranties regardlm, the sujtability of any property for|future use, or the status of
legal title, to_ any real  or personal property associated  with
\J"‘:/p Mo wTawr United Methodist Church.

Disaffiliating Church, for itself, its new entity, . and all of their members,
representatives, ofF icers, trustees, agents, servants, successors and assigns, hereby

agrees to release, acquit, discharge, mdemmfy, defend, and hold harmless the - -

Arkansas Conference and all of its officers, dlrectors, trustees, agents, and
employees, and representatwes from all claims, causes of action, liabilities, damages,
June 19, 2022
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N.

fees (including attcrney’s fées), of costs, tangible of ntangible, seen or unforeseen,

in any way result’ng" fromi any claim, action, or causs| of actior: for damages to

persons or property resultin from for anything omit{sd, done or suffered to be done

in any way related 1o the transfer of title and possessiion of the .property to the

Disafiliating Church’s new entity, the release of the trust clause, or resulting from

Disaffiliating Churc’s fajlure fo meet its obligations pursuant to this Disaffiliation
. Agreement. ST s P

- . LR

Release of Trust Clauss: Upon approval by the District Supefintendedt, and contingent
upon the Annual Confzrence’s ?aﬁﬁ'_i_ztfdp of this Disaffiliation Agreem'?flt, The Arkansas
Conference a _to.."_e_!ea_sg all of its current’iriterest in thejreal and :?ersonal property
of Wy uwles  United Wethodist Chiich, efective as of the Disaffiliation

Date, to the Disaffiliating Chiirch's new eritity. =

Mutual Release; '

Upon the completion of all of their respective obkgations herefn, the Arkansas

Conference and Dis"afﬁ]j_ating Q'Ii.l_l'&_., ‘fq;'theri-._s_elves am;'il all ?f their agents, empioyees,
servants, representatives, _members, “officers, trustees, a:ctomeys. i'suc:_cessors, and
assigns, hereby fully "aq;l,forei:gi‘_ covenant not to sue-eatl:h other, .and release and
discharge each other, and all 6f their wurrent and farmer agents, employees, servants,
representatives, members, Jﬂ’icers, trustees, * attonieys' employess, SUCCessors,
attorneys, agents and assigns, in both thelr official and;inﬂi]vidual capacities, from any
liability for any and a!{-causes of action and claims, inchiding any statutory or common
law cause of action, tort or contractual daims, any claims fol attorneys™ fees, expenses
and ali sther damages, whethet known or unkyiown, fﬁrese:en or unforeseen, that the
Ariansas Conference o: Disaffiliating Church may have,’éver had, or may hereafter have
or claim to have against any of tﬂé'abc’*.'é-named entities or [persons 'il:'l any way arising
out of their relationship with eafbh other. The parties furthr.r represent they have no
pending lawsuit, charge, complaint, or other action against ?he other. Rotwithstanding
the foregoing releases and covenants not to sue, the parties may take 'action necessary

.for the sole purpose of- enforcing this Disaffiiiation Agreement in any Arkansas court
. ;

where jurisdiction and verue are proper.

Reguired Dates and Orher Conditions: .- | |
Disajfifiation Date: The,agrE_e’:I_ Disaffiliztion Date 2z referenced in this Agreement is

= Tt %o, :

.- The Disaffiliating Church agrees !‘and understands

that it must take all necessary actions in this agreemen to t:!isafﬁliate with The United
Methodist Church within the time prescribed by the Discipline. In accordance with 1
2553.2 of the Discpline, the Disaffiliation Date must be after the Arkansas Annual
Conference’s ratification of the Disaffiliation Agreement, but no later than December 31,
2023. Should the Disaffiliating -Church fail to satisfy afl of its obligations as set forth

f
'
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vi.

herein on or before the specified dates, the Disaffiliation Agreement shall be null and
void.

. Arkansas Annual Conference Ratification: in accordance with the requirements of the

Discipline Y 2529.1b(3) and Judicial Council Decision 1379, in order to be effective, this
Disaffiliation Agreement must be “ratified by a simple majority of the members . . .
present and voting” at a duly-called session of the Arkansas Annuat Conference. If the

Arkansas Annual Conference does not ratify this Agreement, it shall be null and void in
its entirety.

The rights and obligations of the parties to this Disaffiliation Agreement shall survive
following the ratification, where it shall occur, of this Agreement by the Arkansas Annual
Conference, and shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of the parties hereto and

their respective successors and assigns in order to effect the letter and intent of this
agreement,

Non-Severabitity;

Each of the terms and conditions of this Disaffiliation Agreement are a material and
integral part hereof. Should any provision of this Disaffiliation Agreement be held
unenforceable or contrary to law, the entire Disaffiliation Agreement shall be deemed
null and void.

Signatories for The Disaffiliating Church

Printed Name: 72 W s Signature: gﬂ—« M’# ¢[23

Trustee Chair (} D. Dot Mg,
Printed Nm lcf 23

Church Council Chair

Printed Name; , LSignatureS- ee \
Secretary o

>

,.__Date: %} Z‘f/ 2'3

Signatories for The Arkansas Conference of the United Methodist Church

Printed Name:_—~ ™ Signature: Date:
Conference Trustee President
Printed Name: Signature: Date:

Director of Administrative Services

June 19, 2022
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Exhiliz A
Certification of Local Church Vete to Disaffiliate

.. Certiﬁwtitin . =
In accordance with 4 2553, the \n'\_! < MaKas United Methodist Chu}ch certifies that at
least two-thirds (2/3) of its professing members present at a church conference of the
membership voted to disaffiliate from the United Methadist Church for reasons of conscience
regarding a change in the requirements and provisions of the Bpok of Disci;nniine related to the
practice of homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avqwed practicing homosexuals

as resolved and adopted by the 2019 Genera! Conference. : !
Vote Tally ,!
The church conference was held and votes were taken on; / Il/ 9/ Ao ZZn‘_ {date).
The total number of professing members who were present was: 4 fé
The number of professing members who voted for disaffiliation was: 1 ,3
The number of professing members who voted against disaffillationjwas: ' =
The number of professing members present’ but who -abstained from voting was;
O ‘
Attestation |

The undersigned hereby certify that they were present for and witnlessed the voting process set
out above, that this certification is true and correct on behalf of the pmfes§ing members who

were present for the church conference where votes were takén regardingﬂdisafﬁliation from
the United Methodist Church, ’

Attested By:v.. §L”L L/\} -“E"L-._—-____

Attested by:
Printed Name: ¢ Printed Name: _|S Y€veas LAy Ly
Title: Secretary Title: Trustee

Attested by: U : C : lWr’Mk‘”\ Attested BV:QMJM
. F"—" -_—r
Printed Name: Rev. UC Washington Printed Name:ﬁ"éﬁmg- ﬁﬁs&DQELQ%

Title: District Superintendent or-Elder Presiding . Title: Trustee: -

1
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ExkibitB

Disclosure of existisg debts, loans, iiabilities and contractual oblig=tions
(include creditor, address, legal description, amount, and type .\:;ith plan for pay off or ¢ransfer
to iiew entity) ' =

.- » ¢

None |

h : fuJ%WM&MTS R
Pay 32 2 . a;/'fjoj"*'“’f {aej"rd‘ J

Npane

June 19, 2022

10




_ Exhibit C
Disclosure of Real Property and Other Assets to be Transferred to New Entity

See AfTached Deed Wit Legal

Real Estate . DEScr 3T s A -
Church Building Address and Legal Description The SE Z/ "'ﬂ The S Z{ “‘j SeeTiaw 3/
22300 Hwy IR Bigetsw AR 2015 ToeriSlop N Rovge 15~ weaT
Church Parsonage Address and Legal Description ConiTan tg Fw‘77(:qg Alrea }or—
Same aa Clovel Recondedln forty Co An
Cemetery and Columbaria Address and Legal Recond booll 3 £, Prge 20

L .

Other Real Estate Property with Addresses and Legal Descriptions .
CHoFThorw ; Concession Srond ovd Sunall otage .
Saine addrse ¥ [4_921 DesecripTions as chivrely éidrj .

Personal Property (valued over $2,500}

Furniture Type Number :
No~ve .
~ Office Equipment Type Number
None ) ,
Accounts Acct. No. Institution = Balance Authorized Signers -Restrictions
See helows :
Vehicles Year " Make and Mode|
AIENE.
Other Type Number / Description ’ !
AMo~E '

BOW"\’ AccaunTs< |

ACET Noag
hecT INsTITVT 794 . KM Sa-lqwcéi
Foraters 4 Mo relgire aparng 4p\nrex'¢'15wo
Fd m R omle sf,z Fuearg App rs % i_ﬂza/uo
M Ruenddrigg Roso rve f5 mer Ap proX fllz/aao
~ AR /55 | 3
Ed+M Bo SaFe Dep .- n/4
A Aevizeld §.i~°-r5 2 ai iccTi . —
June 19, 2022 |
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