
 Crea�ng vital congrega�ons that make disciples 
 of Jesus Christ, who make disciples equipped and 
 sent to transform lives, communi�es, and the world. 

 April 16, 2023 

 Dear Hebron (New Edinburg) United Methodist Church, 

 Please accept this letter as notification of acceptance of your disaffiliation agreement with the Arkansas 
 Conference of The United Methodist Church by the Conference Board of Trustees in accordance with 
 paragraph 2553 of the  Book of Discipline of The United  Methodist Church  and related Conference legislation. 
 The Conference Board of Trustees will now request a vote of the Annual Conference at the special called 
 session that begins at 10 am on Saturday, May 13, 2023 in Hot Springs, Arkansas. 

 If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact Alison Huskey at 
 alison.huskey@arumc.org  . 

 Yours in Christ, 

 Rev. Dr. Tony Griffin 
 President, Conference Trustees 
 Arkansas Conference of The United Methodist Church 



Hebron - Certification of Church Conference Vote
1 message

Edna Morgan Tue, Mar 7, 2023 at 2:37 PM
To: Bishop Laura Merrill  Justin Childress 

"Rev. Dr. Tony Griffin" <tony.griffin@arumc.org>, Todd Burris <tburris@arumc.org>
Cc: Ulysses Washington , Rodney Steele , Phil Hathcock

, Ann Ferris , Blake Bradford , Jim Polk
 Michelle McGee Ator  Audrea Stephens 

March 7, 2023

To: Bishop Laura Merrill, Arkansas Conference Bishop
 Justin Childress, Pastor

Frankie Hall, Church Trustees Chair
Reverend Tony Griffin, Conference Trustees Chair
Mr. Todd Burris, Arkansas Conference Director of Administrative Services

Dear All,

This email is to certify that on March 2, 2023, the Hebron United Methodist Church held a church conference 
following the provisions of ¶246.8 and ¶248, for the sole purpose of considering the following motion: 

For reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of 
Discipline related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed 
practicing homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or 
inactions of the Arkansas Conference of the United Methodist Church related to these issues that 
follow, we, the Hebron United Methodist Church, under the authority of ¶2553 of The 2016 Book of 
Discipline, choose to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church, and in accordance with ¶2529 
of The 2016 Book of Discipline we authorize the church’s Board of Trustees to act on the church’s 
behalf to complete and implement the disaffiliation agreement with the Arkansas Conference Board 
of Trustees.

The motion to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church passed by a vote of 11 to 0, thus reaching the two-
thirds threshold required by ¶2553.3 of The 2016 Book of Discipline and Judicial Council Decision 1379. Accordingly, 
as District Superintendent of the Southeast District, I do now certify the vote.  A copy of the official minutes and 
attendance report is attached. 

With this vote, the Trustees of the Hebron United Methodist Church are now authorized to move to the next phase 
of the Disaffiliation Process by working with the Conference Trustees to complete the standard disaffiliation 
agreement, which can be found by following this link. To help this process move as quickly and smoothly as 
possible, you are strongly encouraged to engage the services of an attorney who will be able to work with the 
conference trustees on the church’s behalf. As a next step, the Chair of the Church Trustees should contact Mr. Todd 
Burris, the Arkansas Conference Director of Administrative Services, at tburris@arumc.org or 501-324-8024 to 
begin the process.

Sincerely, 

https://docs.arumc.org/Disaffiliation/


Rev. Edna Morgan,
SE District Superintendent

cc: Dr. Ulysses Washington, Central District Superintendent
Rev. Rodney Steel, Northeast District Superintendent
Rev. Phil Hathcock, Northeast District Superintendent
Dr. Ann Ferris, SW District Superintendent
Dr. Blake Bradford, NW District Superintendent
Rev. Edna Morgan, SE District Superintendent
Rev. Jim Polk, Assistant to the Bishop
Ms. Michelle Ator, Conference Chancellor

Rev. Edna Morgan
District Superintendent
Chief Mission Strategist
O 870-536-8806  F 501-613-0652  
200 West 6th Street, PO Box 6607
Pine Bluff, AR  71611 
Email: edna.morgan@arumc.org

2 attachments

2023.03.02 Hebron Church Conference Minutes.pdf
122K

2023.03.02 Hebron Church Conference Attendance Records.pdf
88K

mailto:astephens@arumc.org
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/?ui=2&ik=87f54d2997&view=att&th=186bdcb1b9f717d3&attid=0.1&disp=attd&realattid=f_leyph2gq0&safe=1&zw
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/1/?ui=2&ik=87f54d2997&view=att&th=186bdcb1b9f717d3&attid=0.2&disp=attd&realattid=f_leyph7sq1&safe=1&zw
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