Crea ng vital congrega ons that make disciples
of Jesus Christ, who make disciples equipped and
sent to transform lives, communi es, and the world.

November 9, 2022

Dear Bland Chapel United Methodist Church,
Please accept this letter as notification of acceptance of your disaffiliation agreement with the Arkansas
Conference of The United Methodist Church by the Conference Board of Trustees in accordance with
paragraph 2553 with the Book of Discipline of The United Methodist Church and related Conference
legislation. The Conference Board of Trustees will now request a vote of the Annual Conference at the special
called session that begins at 10 am on Saturday, November 19, 2022 in Hot Springs, Arkansas.
If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact Alison Huskey at
alison.huskey@arumc.org.
Yours in Christ,

Rev. Dr. Tony Griffin
President, Conference Trustees
Arkansas Conference of The United Methodist Church

Creating vital congregations that make disciples
of Jesus Christ, who make disciples equipped and
sent to transform lives, communities, and the world.

October 30, 2022

Bishop Gary Mueller, Arkansas Conference Bishop
Rev. Brian Youngs, Pastor
Mr. Chuck Williams, Church Trustees Chair
Reverend Tony Griffin, Conference Trustees Chair
Mr. Todd Burris, Arkansas Conference Director of Administrative Services
Dear All,
This email is to certify that on October 30, 2022 the Bland Chapel United Methodist Church held a church conference
following the provisions of ¶246.8 and ¶248, for the sole purpose of considering the following motion:
For reasons of conscience regarding a change in the requirements and provisions of the Book of Discipline
related to the practice of homosexuality or the ordination or marriage of self-avowed practicing
homosexuals as resolved and adopted by the 2019 General Conference, or the actions or inactions of the
Arkansas Conference of the United Methodist Church related to these issues that follow, we, the Bland
Chapel United Methodist Church, under the authority of ¶2553 of The 2016 Book of Discipline, choose to
disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church, and in accordance with ¶2529 of The 2016 Book of
Discipline we authorize the church’s Board of Trustees to act on the church’s behalf to complete and
implement the disaffiliation agreement with the Arkansas Conference Board of Trustees.
The motion to disaffiliate from the United Methodist Church passed by a vote of _30__ to ___0___, thus reaching the
two-thirds threshold required by ¶2553.3 of The 2016 Book of Discipline and Judicial Council Decision 1379. Accordingly,
as District Superintendent of the Northwest District, I do now certify the vote. A copy of the official minutes and
attendance report is attached.
With this vote, the Trustees of the Bland Chapel United Methodist Church are now authorized to move to the next phase
of the Disaffiliation Process by working with the Conference Trustees to complete the standard disaffiliation agreement,
which can be found by following this link. To help this process move as quickly and smoothly as possible, you are strongly
encouraged to engage the services of an attorney who will be able to work with the conference trustees on the church’s
behalf. As a next step, the Chair of the Church Trustees should contact Mr. Todd Burris, the Arkansas Conference Director
of Administrative Services, at tburris@arumc.org or 501-324-8024 to begin the process.
Sincerely,
Rev. Dr. Blake R. Bradford
District Superintendent
ver. 7/14/22

cc:

Dr. Ulysses Washington, Central District Superintendent
Rev. John Fleming, Northeast District Superintendent
Dr. Ann Ferris, SW District Superintendent
Dr. Blake Bradford, NW District Superintendent
Rev. Edna Morgan, SE District Superintendent
Rev. Jim Polk, Assistant to the Bishop
Ms. Michelle Ator, Conference Chancellor

*Conference calculations as of 11/16/2022

*$4,869.40
*$13,500.00

**
**

*$19,251.80

**see page 15
for email

**see page 10

Membership on file with AR Conf Board of Trustees

LIABILITIES AND CONTRACTUAL OBLIGATIONS
We have no loans or mortgages. Our only liabilities are our monthly/quarterly bills
listed below. All accounts are current.
We will notify each vendor of our disaffiliation and change the name on our accounts
to not include UMC.
Utilities—Carroll Electric, ATT (phone and internet) and BCWA #5
Church Trac—online accounting
Brotherhood Mutual Insurance Company—property and liability insurance
Serfco Pest Control
Barb Schorpp—cleaning
Katrina Twitty—music director
HP Instant Ink
Ponce Albarran—lawn service
**Endowment
Bland Chapel has no endowments, no cemeteries or columbaria, and no liabilities other
than our monthly/quarterly bills.

Legal description on file with AR Conf Board of Trustees

8531 Twin Coves Road, Rogers, AR 72756

Checking

Arvest Bank

$70,053.06

Steinway Classic Grand Ebony Satin Finish Piano—Estimated value $75,000
We have no other individual assets whose value exceeds $2500.
I am listing categories of assets that would meet that threshold:
Fellowship Hall Furnishing (Tables and Chairs)
Kitchen Furnishings (Stove, Refrigerator, Freezer, Dishwasher)
Sanctuary Furnishings (Pews, Lecterns, Altar, Hymnals, Bibles)
Sound/Video System (3 TV’s, Microphones and cords, sound board,
Laptop computer)
Office Equipment (Laptop Computer and HP Printer)
Music Equipment (Keyboard, Small old piano, sheet music)

$2500
$3000
$5000
$5000
$2500
$2500

Alison Huskey <

>

Fw: Bland Chapel Disaffiliation Info for Agreement
8 messages
Vicky Johnson
To: Alison Huskey

----- Forwarded Message ----From: Vicky Johnson
To:

Mon, Nov 7, 2022 at 4:08 PM

Blake Bradford

; Brian Youngs

Sent: Sunday, October 30, 2022 at 06:41:18 PM CDT
Subject: Re: Bland Chapel Disaffiliation Info for Agreement
Todd,
Bland Chapel UMC held its church conference today, October 30, 2022, and the motion to disaffiliate passed. Attached
to this email are the minutes of the Church Conference with the ballot report and attendance document attached. Since
the form for the agreement on line is not a fillable form, I assume that the Conference Trustees will prepare the
agreement and that we just need to provide the information needed to fill in the blanks. If I am incorrect and you need
me to type the document, please let me know that as soon as you can so I can get started.
Liability calculations
*So, for the agreement, as we discussed on the phone, Bland Chapel desires our Disaffiliation date to be December 31,
2022; assuming that the Annual Conference Ratifies our agreement on November 19, 2022 at the special called Annual
Conference. We will have paid our October, 2022, and November, 2022, tithes on time and will issue a check for our
December tithe on December 31, 2022. I am not sure how we can fill in the agreement with the actual amounts for our
2022 tithes or the extra year of tithes until we complete the year and know what our total tithe amount is for 2022.
Bland Chapel has no endowments, no cemeteries or columbaria, and no liabilities other than our monthly/quarterly
bills. Prior to December 31, 2022, we will notify all of these about our disaffiliation from the United Methodist Church
and provide them our new name. We will also work with the Secretary of State’s office to conclude our business as
Bland Chapel United Methodist Church and begin on January 1, 2023, under our new name.
The information for Exhibits B and C of the Agreement are attached as a word document so that they can be cut and
pasted into the agreement. An executed copy of Exhibit A to the Agreement, The Certification of Local Church Vote to
Disaffiliate, is also attached.
Please let me know if any further information is needed for our agreement or if there are other things we need to do to
be ready for our agreement to be ratified at the November 19, 2022, Special Called Annual Conference. I appreciate
your help on the phone last week and I hope that I have done what is necessary to move us to a conclusion of the
process in November and disaffiliation on December 31, 2022.
Vicky Johnson
Lay Leader
Bland Chapel United Methodist Church

