Day 1 Mission Study
The Opportunity
Play: When children arrive have them
spread out as your space allows. Place a basket on the ground (closer to
some kids and further from others). Let each child take turns trying to
throw a designated safe item into the bucket from where they are
standing (wadded paper will do to prevent sharing items). It will be
easier for some kids to get the paper in the bucket than others. There
will likely be lots of talk about how unfair it is… good!
Ask: Once kids are back into a group to talk, make sure to open up the
conversation further.
• What is an opportunity? (a chance that someone gets to do
something)
• Who had more opportunity to get their paper in the basket?
• Why was it easier for some people to make their paper in the
basket than others?
• How could we make it so everyone had the same opportunity to
put their paper in the basket?
Share: This week at VBS we are helping a group called Project
Transformation. Project Transformation is helping to making sure that
kids like you have the opportunity to experience fun activities during the
summer. Next summer they will be providing a summer camp for kids in
Pine Bluff who don’t have the opportunity to come to things like VBS. At
summer camp, kids will get to read books, play games, and do arts and
crafts. One of the other things some of the kids at Project
Transformation don’t have is the opportunity to have books to read at
home and over the summer.
This week, we want to change that. We want to collect books to give to
the kids at Project Transformation so they have the same opportunities
to read books and have fun as we do.

Note: Your team may choose to set a goal- a number of books given- and
perhaps a reward if that number is reached.
Pray:
Holy One, we thank you for every opportunity that we have to have fun,
to be together, and to worship you. We pray that we can help others to
have more opportunities, too. We love you, God. Amen.

Day 2 Mission Study
The Plan
Share: Yesterday, we talked about how some kids do not have the
opportunity to have books at home or to read books over the summer.
Remind children of your goal for the end of VBS and what happens if that
goal is met. Today, we are going to make a plan about how we can pick
books from our own book shelves to give to Project Transformation.
Watch: The following video outlines ways children can pick out books to
give to the book drive. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5kzITfQbi10
Note: This is a great model that you can recreate and teach with your
own books!
Ask: Once children have learned how to pick out books, ask some followup questions about what kind of books are good to donate and what
books we would not want to give away.
• Can we give books that are broken or missing pages?
• Should we donate books that have special meaning to us or were
given by a special person?
• Who do we ask before we bring books to church to donate?
Show the kids where they will put their books when they bring them to
VBS to donate. We recommend a few sturdy boxes or tables. Boxes will
be helpful for tomorrow’s activities.
Pray: God, thank you for all of the books that surround us. Bless us as we
pick out books that we want to donate. Help us to choose well and to be
generous with our gifts. We love you, God. Amen.

Day 3 Mission Study
The Check-in
Share: As the children gather together, remind them of your previous
lessons. Today, we want to look at the books we’ve collected and begin
to sort them into different categories.
Sort:
For younger kids: Sort books into three categories.
• Box 1: Read to Me Books. These are books that are mostly pictures
with maybe a word or two on each page. For example: board
books or pre-reading books would be Read to Me Books.
• Box 2: Read With Me Books. These are books that are a mix of
words on a page and pictures. These are books that we could read
with the help of an adult, like Harold and the Purple Crayon or
Green Eggs and Ham.
• Box 3: Read by Myself Books. These are books that are mostly
words and often have chapters. For example: Harry Potter or
Ramona Quimby, Age 8 would be Read by Myself Books.
For older children: Sort books as listed above or dive deeper.
Books can be sorted by age, or length, or number of words on the
page. Older children may be able to sort chapter books by how many
chapters they have or picture books by how many sentences are on each
page. This type of sorting is helpful for when Project Transformation
receives books to be able to quickly code the books for their libraries by
grade level.
Pray: God, we like to read. We thank you for adults who read to us and
who help us to read together. God bless these books as we give them
that more people may read together. We love you, God. Amen.

Day 4 Mission Study
The Count
Share: All week we have been collecting books to give to children who
do not have the opportunity to have books at home or books to read
over the summer. Today, we are going to count up all of the books we
collected. If we reach our goal, we are going to have a celebration!
Count:
With your pre-sorted boxes, take the time to count how many books are
in each category. Did you reach your goal? You might see how high your
books can stack. Can they reach as high as one of the kids is tall? Have
fun!
Celebrate: If you made your goal, celebrate! May we suggest a dance
party? Freeze dance game? Or perhaps a funny read along? (Check out
The Books that Drive Kids Crazy or The Book with No Pictures).
Pray: God, we are so thankful for books and for the many books we
counted today. May they bring joy, entertainment, and learning to other
kids like us. We love you, God. Amen.

